Canadian experiences with AIDS and HIV infection.
Canada's first AIDS case was diagnosed in 1978, and a total of 2,003 cases had been recorded up to 19 September 1988. Nationwide, 82% of those afflicted have been homosexual or bisexual men, 5% have been immigrants from endemic regions, and 4.6% have been recipients of blood or blood products. Estimates of Canadians infected with HIV range from 10,000 to 50,000. A system of voluntary testing of individuals, combined with anonymous screening of populations for epidemiologic purposes, comprises the HIV testing program in Canada. Most major cities have volunteer AIDS support committees conducting education, advocacy, and support activities; Can$48 million has been allocated to educate the public about AIDS over the next five years. Research and international cooperation are also receiving increased priority and funding.